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What is 'culture'?

“As a corpus linguist, and just one
member of the discourse community, |
have no moral right to 'define' any
concept

: To discover what 'culture’ is, we must
analyse what every member of the
community has ever said about 'culture’

- Don't have time for that today, so
Instead | shall look at notions of 'culture'’
In the political discourse of Hugo Chavez
and Fidel Castro.




o0 are Castro and Chavez?

first came to attention as leader
Cuban Revolution; President

- Chav st came to attention as leader
of a failed military coup in Venezuela in

‘ WZ; Elected president in 1999, 2000

anGTi 2000.

- Share political ideology that may be
categorised as left-wing with nationalist,
anti-imperialist (ie. anti-US) rhetoric

+ Do they share concepts of culture in
their political discourse?
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The Chavez Corpus

.- Contains approx. 5m words of
transcripts of 'Al6 Presidente' (2001-2006)

697 occurrences of ‘cultura’, but 110 of
these '‘Ministro de Cultura, Deportes e
Educacion’

 Leaves 587 ‘cultura’ (117/m)
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The Chavez Corpus

SCcatal nuestra . Sy es Je |0
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| z bristo 10r e = pazos en la luchs por g el rescate de nyestra cylturs ol tactons
ki _:__J'_ |||| 1'|-' |:[][|]|:] Fundamentales de la culturg gborizen, de nuestra cultura ancestral.
sefiora tal o -41 sefar _t_;;_l ;; 13 en Was hing ton, =i |j|_|_3__ bien rescatar de nuestra cu 1‘I-4 ;4:H| s _q__]_n: ||-|| ﬂtt:lj Eh j[;; Barbara el Zran EHJ 0

]_l-' ||||-' 0 '|-'r|||r I ! ehte, Que Yo no lo he wisto, ¥ Bs |:;;[ e de nuestra culiur ! oz la historis de cuando ze fundd el |:|IJ|-'|:|1||
Enenigos . ,];;[ |1'|| ]n;[] = N0s -'..."-:r"'." mutilaran nuestra cuy ;[;4 enCadenar =tras nentes
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‘nuestra cultura' is very much linked to
nationalist rhetoric in Chavez

- |t Is something to be saved from the
enemy; it is linked to Bolivar and Miranda;
and is described by the adjectives
‘aborigen’ and 'indigena’




The Chavez Corpus

Euurnn miren ustedes e

'vieja cultura' is intensely political. Used
In the business sense. It has strong
negative prosody.




The Castro Corpus
.- Contains nearly 545,000 words of
transcripts of speeches (some excerpts)
(1999-2006)

+ 366 occurrences of ‘cultura’ (673/m)

L4 DE | L CULTURE ¥ INTEGRAL QUE DE DE

DE Lk | i DE GENERAL ¥ L4
| LS EDUCACION CONOCIMIENTOSUNA POLITICA DE ) LA OUE
EN EN ¥ EDUCACION Y DE L4 A Y
OIUE OUE CONDCIMIENTOS FOR il QUE EL - OUE EL
4 EL L0S UNA Mhs ARTISTICA QUE CONCIENCIA EL LS
CON A CULTURA CON ELEYADA NI NI LS EN !

L 0% CON 5 N IVEL EDUCACION EN LOS FARA N FUEELD
O INA N QUE Li NUESTRA L& EN CULTURE  LOS EN
16 COMd CULTURA CONCIENCIA  SIN DEL NUESTRD  FUEBLO CULTURA WO
DEL CONOCIMIENTO A EL HUESTRO
12 EDUCACION i L 45 ARTE
2 i NUESTRO
ES




The Castro Corpus

A Ip[|ﬂ|w|jy¢L westro desarralla, por huestrs educacion, por nuestra cultura, ﬂLﬂ nestra lucha de ideas frente a los adversarios, sobre
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+ Again culture is fought for, but it is less
nationalist

+ Culture linked to education and to 'high
culture’




The Castro Corpus

. Link between 'high culture' and political
activity of Cuban citizens

: 'High culture' exists in the US (1)

* Che (subj. of 6) referred to has having
high culture and great intelligence, so
also employed for propaganda purposes.




Conclusions

o further forward in 'defining’
that | expect it isn't what

 Shows that different people will use
. rent words differently — so can we
rrive at a single perfect definition?
* Corpus linguistic techniques allow the
rapid analysis of vast amounts of text and

dispassionate comparison of individuals
and populations: perfect for today's topic




Thank You

A version of thi
" http://

\A/\ 3
b




