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What is 'culture'?

 As a corpus linguist, and just one 
member of the discourse community, I 
have no moral right to 'define' any 
concept

 To discover what 'culture' is, we must 
analyse what every member of the 
community has ever said about 'culture'

 Don't have time for that today, so 
instead I shall look at notions of 'culture' 
in the political discourse of Hugo Chávez 
and Fidel Castro.



  

Who are Castro and Chávez?

 Castro first came to attention as leader 
of the 1959 Cuban Revolution; President 
since 1979.

 Chávez first came to attention as leader 
of a failed military coup in Venezuela in 
1992; Elected president in 1999, 2000 
and 2006.

 Share political ideology that may be 
categorised as left-wing with nationalist, 
anti-imperialist (ie. anti-US) rhetoric

 Do they share concepts of culture in 
their political discourse?



  

The Chávez Corpus

 Contains approx. 5m words of 
transcripts of 'Aló Presidente' (2001-2006)

 697 occurrences of 'cultura', but 110 of 
these 'Ministro de Cultura, Deportes e 
Educación' 

 Leaves 587 'cultura' (117/m)



  

The Chávez Corpus

 'nuestra cultura' is very much linked to 
nationalist rhetoric in Chávez

 It is something to be saved from the 
enemy; it is linked to Bolívar and Miranda; 
and is described by the adjectives 
'aborigen' and 'indígena'



  

The Chávez Corpus

 'vieja cultura' is intensely political. Used 
in the business sense. It has strong 
negative prosody.



  

The Castro Corpus

 Contains nearly 545,000 words of 
transcripts of speeches (some excerpts)  
(1999-2006)

 366 occurrences of 'cultura' (673/m)



  

The Castro Corpus

 Again culture is fought for, but it is less 
nationalist

 Culture linked to education and to 'high 
culture'



  

The Castro Corpus

 Link between 'high culture' and political 
activity of Cuban citizens

 'High culture' exists in the US (1)

 Che (subj. of 6) referred to has having 
high culture and great intelligence, so 
also employed for propaganda purposes.



  

Conclusions

 Probably no further forward in 'defining' 
culture, except that I expect it isn't what 
you thought it is 

 Shows that different people will use 
different words differently – so can we 
ever arrive at a single perfect definition?

 Corpus linguistic techniques allow the 
rapid analysis of vast amounts of text and 
dispassionate comparison of individuals 
and populations: perfect for today's topic
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